Program Outline: New Zealand Wood Pigeon (Kereru)

1. General information

Taxon 
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae novaeseelandiae 

Common name
New Zealand wood pigeon

kereru

kukupa (Northland only)




IUCN status
Lower risk-[near threatened ver 2.3 (1994)]   

CITIES listing
Not listed    

Other relevant listings (e.g. VPC, ERMA, EA)
Gradual decline (DoC, NZ Threat Classification System Lists, R. Hitchmough, 2002)

Category C (DoC, Malloy and Davis, 1992)

DoC Recovery Group
No

DoC Captive Management Plan


No



TAG
New Zealand Fauna TAG.

Captive management unit:
Sub-species level.




Species Coordinator:
Todd Jenkinson, Auckland Zoo

Contact details: 


Email:
Todd.jenkinson@aucklandcity.govt.nz

Fax:
(09) 360 3818

Phone:
(09) 360 3930




Last updated:
 20/1/2003

2. Rationale

New Zealand Wood Pigeon have declined from much of their former range but are still found on the mainland and many of its off shore islands.  The future of mainland Kereru is threatened by introduced predators and competitors as well as habitat destruction. The mainland sub-species is listed as under gradual decline in the new DoC Threat Classification List (2002). Currently the captive population is mostly comprised of founder stock from bird rescue centres and a Husbandry Research Program is warranted for this species as the availability of rehab birds may become strictly limited in the future. In addition, the Chatham Island sub-species (H. n. chathamensis) is limited to only one island in the Chatham Is. group and is therefore prone to catastrophic decline and may one day require ex situ management.


· Wood pigeon/kereru are held by at least 16 New Zealand institutions or private holders but reliable breeding, and successful incubation and hand-rearing from fresh eggs have yet to be achieved.

· The captive population may have to become virtually self- sufficient, with very limited suitable (i.e. flying) founders (i.e. wild birds) available through rehabilitation centres (e.g. bird rescue) 

· Sufficient captive spaces exist to make management worthwhile. 

3. Aims of captive management

Purpose of the captive population

· Refine and document husbandry techniques for the species, in particular breeding techniques.

· Provide animals for approved research if required

· Provide animals for educational display to increase public appreciation and support for the species conservation in the wild.  

4.Program goals

Population management:
Maximise the genetic diversity of the captive population and the contribution of any new founders (wild birds).

Husbandry:
Achieve reliable breeding and reduce chick mortality rates and document results. 

5. Program type

Proposed: 
Husbandry Research Program

6. Population management level
    

Proposed:
1b

7.Target population size

Target numbers
Target numbers to be determined following analysis of updated studbook

Immigration required
New suitable founders should be retained when available

8. Work plan

To be developed
Responsibility
Due date
Date completed


Name
Institution



For example…





Update Regional studbook
Todd Jenkinson
Auckland Zoo
1/06/03


Program Outline
Todd Jenkinson
Auckland Zoo
31/10/02
20/12/02

Review of current husbandry practices- report to TAG/ CMaG  
Todd Jenkinson
Auckland Zoo
1/5/04


Produce kereru husbandry manual
Todd Jenkinson
Auckland Zoo
1/5/04


Annul Report and recom- mendations for TAG/ CMaG
Todd Jenkinson
Auckland Zoo
1 May

each year


9. Endorsements

This Program Outline has been reviewed and endorsed by the following bodies’
Endorsement

received (date)

NZ Fauna TAG




CMaG


ASMP Committee




This program is to be reviewed and endorsed by the following participating institutions
Endorsement received (date)

Auckland Zoological Park


Otorohanga Kiwi House


Hamilton Zoo


Rainbow and Fairy Springs


Wellington Zoological Gardens


Kowhai Gardens


Wanganui Bird Rescue


Nga Manu Trust


Willowbank Wildlife Reserve


Isaac Wildlife Trust


Orana Wildlife Park


Kiwi & Birdlife Park


Te Anau Wildlife Centre


Queenstown Zoological Gardens


This Program Outline has been reviewed and endorsed by the following private holders
Endorsement received (date)

R Hansen


Dick & Jeff Neverman


Russell Langdon


